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RHE HiDwen, 


ME, MY 
SENTINELS/ 


SECURE 
ALL THE MUTANTS 
IN THE AREA 
--ANP DESTROY 
THEM/ 


MGHTMAK 
THE GENTLEMAN 
SHARING THIS 


TRAGIE MOMENT 
IS JUPGE R.C. 
CHALMERS, 


, A 
MAN OF CLHET 
PISFOSITION 
ANP THOUGHT. 


WATCH CLOSALY 
NOW, AS THE 
ACTIONS OF HIS 
FATHER'S 

OLPEST FRIENP 


THE DARKEST 
MIRROR OF HIS 
TROUBLEP SOUL. 
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MY 
MEVALHION! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU.2!/2 


WHY THE 
SUDDEN 
CONCERN, 
JUPGE? 


NO7., YOU 
WERE RIGHT 
TO STOP 


ME! iTWAs 


BUT WHEN | ORDER oLcH 
ee ae - WHOLESALE 
STAND MY 
. . Wee SLAUGHTER / 
YOU DON’T Ye PURPOSE... ; 


KNOW WHAT 
YOWRE 
SAYING, BOY! 


EVEN OF 


ANP 
BA a Nae COMMAND EGIN 
SEQUENCE; PREPARATIONS 
SENTINELS TO DO LIKEWISE 
PREPARE TO TO ALL MUTANTS 
TERMINATE ALL REMAINING AT 
MUTANTS IN LIBERTY. 
VICINITY. 


DIDN’T yOu 
HEAR ME? WHY 
WON'T YOu 
LISTEN? WHY 
WON'T YOu 
OBEY? ? 


WE OBEY THE 
PROGRAMMING 
YOU INSTALLED IN 
OUR POSITRONIC 
CIRCUITRY, 
LARRY TRASK, 


MUTANT? 


RE 
YOU MAP? 


THIS 
MEVALLION... 
THE ONE YOUR 
FATHER GAVE 

YOU, 


COMMANPED 
YOU NEVER TO 


ASK, 
LAWRENCE 
IDENTIFIED AS 
PRECOGNITIVE. 


ITS HIDDEN 
CIRCUITRY 


THE POWER 
THAT FORESAW | 
YOUR OWN THE MOMENT OF 
TERRIBLE YOUR OWN ' 
MUTANT POWER. MOTHERS 


CONHARMATION: 
TRASK, 


PROGRAMMING 
WHICH FORBIDS 
ANY SENTINEL 
FROM OBEYING 
ORDERS GIVEN 
TOITBYA 


AND NOW WE 
SENTINELS MUST 
CARRY OUT THE 
LAST ORDER 
GIVEN TO US 
WHEN HE STILL 
REGISTERED ON 
OUR SYSTEMS 

AS HUMAN. 


TWO WEEKS 


SILENCE LIES 
HEAVY ON THESE 
SPARE, DARK 
CORRIDORS. 


THE LAST 
ECHOES OF THE 
CONFLAGRATION 
WHIEH ONCE 
AILLED THIS 


SPACE HAVE 
FAPED TO <= 
NOTHING. 


THE MAIN FORCE 
OF THE MUTANT- 
HUNTING 


SENTINELS ARE 
GONE... ALL THAT HERE 
.. TRICKED BY REMAIN ARE 
FRAG, 


THE X-MAN MENTS... 
CALLED. 
CYCLOPS INTO 
HURLING THEIR 
ROBOTIC FORMS 
TOWARP THE BLAZING 
CAULPRON OF 
THE SLN ITSELF. 


.., THE SHATTERED 
FARTS OF THE 
DOZEN OR MORE 
SENTINELS 
PESTROYED IN 
THEIR ATTACKS 
ON OUR MUTANT 
TEAM, 


J Ly--A 
PESTROYED... od SLOWLY Ae 
. TWN ANP, THERE IN 
THE SHAPOWS, 
FAR FROM THE 
LIGHT OF THE 
LIFE GIVING STAR 


Th ae HAS 
Boetie” ‘igi CONSUMED THEIR 
THEMSELVES. BRETHREN... 


RAR fe, 4G 


A 
; " } 
Nh if wernt Ke 
ay 
\ 


BUT NOT IT 
WOULP SEEM, DPRAG 
COMPLETELY THEMSELVES 
DEACTIVATED. ACROSS ONCE 
eee SE 
METAL FLOORS. FROCESS OF 
REBIRTH! 


THE PLEASANT 
SUBURBAN 
COUNTRYSIDE 
NOT FAR FROM 
THE CITY LIMIT: 
OF DUNFEE, 
ILLINOIS. 


NOW IT 
HAS SEIZED THE 
LITTLE MARTIN 
GIRL, ASHLEY, 


THROUGH THIS 
RESIDENCE ANP 
FELLEP THE 
BEAST IN ONLY A 
MATTER OF 
SECONPS/ 


IT 
RECOGNIZES 
HER AS THE 
MUTANT WHOSE 
APPEARANCE 
BROUGHT L& 
HERES* 


“TOLD IN 
GREATER DETAIL 
LAST ISSUE - J 


THIRD MUTANT 
READING 
IDENTIFIED AS 
MARTIN, ASHLE™. 


THE SENTINEL, ., 
OBEYEP HER/ I 
THOUGHT 
NOTHING OF IT 
WHEN IT SEEMED 
TO ae AS SHE 


THE MINP OF THE 
ee CALLEP 


NOT AT ALLA 
PLACE ONE 
MIGHT THINK T2 
HARBOR A SCENE 
OF CHAQS,., 


I DION’T HELP 

a ie te! 

YOU IN THE OLP you JusT 
BARN SO YOu PUT we 
COULD WRECK DOWN RIGHT 


MY MOWS 
HOUSE! 


BUT NOW, , IT. 
SEEMS ALMOST 
yy ee g F AS THOUGH SHE 
UNPETERMINED. IS SOMEHOW... 
CONTROLUNNG 


THE THING / 


.. ANP PUT 
MeLOY ANP ME 
BACK POWN ON 

THE GROUNP 
AFTER CAPTUR- 


NOW! 


I/M SORRY 
--I JUST DON’T 
KNOW WHAT/S 
GOTTEN NTO 
MY ROBOT. 


‘HE’S BEEN 30 
WELL BEHAVED 


YES--SHE’S 

THE MENTAL 

SIGNATURE I 
WAS READING A 
MOMENT AGO.*: 


ONLY JUST, 
SHE’S THE - 
MUTANT BIRD- 
GIRL WHO 
BEFRIENDED “OR LASTISSUE, ff 
WARREN IN THE IF YOU PREFER - J & 
SAVAGE LANP, y 


IS 

PS 

y/ JEAI A 

Y RDOWN. 
( FROM HERE? por 


YES--SHE 
WEIGHS NEXT 


S 


WITHIN THE 
LIMITATIONS OF 
4 MY TELEKINESIS:, 


THERE’S BUT GET- 
MEDIC AL TING BACK TO IT 
FACILITIES ON MAY BE A BIT OF 
GONNA DO? OUR So IRAte- A FROBLEM 
Misia 


» 
e 


OUR HOSTS 
HAVE 

APPARENTLY 

RECOVERED 


I/M 
HERE, MY 
CHILPREN. 


WHERE’S 
KRUEGER? 


HE SHOULP 
BE ABLE TO 
HANDLE THIS/ 


WE CAN‘T. 
GET TO THEM 
AS LONG AS THE 
MALE KEEPS 
BLASTING! 


MY OPTIC INDEED, SOME 
BLAST JUST HAVE SAID, 


CYCLOPS, 


MY NAME IS 
KRUEGER. FOR 
NOW THAT IS AS 
MUCH AS YOU 
NEED TO KNOW. 


you OF COURSE, I 


CALLED HAVE FOLLOWED 

ME THE CAREERS OF 
“CYCLOPS”. YOU X-MEN 
SINCE YOUR 

you PUBLIC DEBUT AT 


THOUGH WE 
DO NOT HIPE 


OUR AFFLICTIONS 


BEHIND POLITE 
TERMS OF 


KNOW WHO\ CAPE CITADEL... ** 9 SRR, SCIENCE AS YOu 
WE ARE? ; DO. 


WE HAVE NO 
= f NEED FOR WORDS 
'gQgwYf is Ny LIKE “MUTANT,” 
= WE ARE QUITE 
CONTENT TO 
CALL OURSELVES 
. FREAKS. 4 


Coe || mall » 


THAT BASE 
CAVP Co. 
IP ALMOS 
WC ONCLETE 
RUINS, . BUT IT WILLE 
peng BETTER 


WHICH MIGHT MY, ) Wai REACHING THIS 
GIVE TROUBLE a oF ISLE, * 
TO THE MASTER, \ \$ 


Z > 


— 


La 


NEARLY, 
AWPHIBILIS, 


APPARENTLY 
THERE YET 
LINGERS SOME 
AFTER TS 
OF THE HEALING 
RADIATION OF 
THE DEEP INLAND 
VOLEANOES, 


ONLY My 
TATTERED 
GARMENTS 
STANP BETWEEN 
ME,.. 


POWERS HAVE 
BEEN TO SOME 


y ¥ aie 
“IT ARRIVED 
Fe HERE A WEEK 
i Be 4607’ 
wtb. 
“bh Y 


EAH -- HE : : 
JUST DROPPED OMIGOSH! REGISTERING 


LOOK OUT ATTACK FROM 
Wee ees pa FESSSE | A tear 


OL! METEOR, OR 
SOMETHING / 


ANP,,, UNTIL 
NOW IT MAPE 
NO MOVES TO 

HARM YOU IN ANY 
WAY? 


THAT [S.., 
MOST EXTRA- 
ORDINARY! 


IDENTIFYING: 
MeCOY, HENRY, 
CODE 


DESIGNATION 
CALCULATING THE BEAST. 
APPROPRIATE 
FORM OF 
RESPONSE. 


/ WAS THERE 
N AN Sey 
TO WN 
OH-HHH, .. THE WUMERIC \ 
APPELLATION OF WELL, YOu 
THAT DOMESTIC Ny WON'T BE 
HAULER? A ey ZAPPING ME 
WITH NERVE GAS 
AGAIN, MY 
COMPUTERIZED 
CONFRERE. 


.. .BUT I CAN AT. THAT WILL 


NOT BE 
NECESSARY, 
MeECOY! 


THE CHILD SC 
ESCAPE! 


MY 
STRENGTH AND 
AAILITY MAY NOT 
BE SUFFICIENT 

TO THE TASK OF y y 
ACTUALLY J] AGBOT! 
DEFEATING you 

YOu... | STOPS! 


THE 
SENTINEL HAS 
CEASEP ITS 
COUNTERAT TACK! 


PROFESSOR. ? 


IT WOULD 
APPEAR THIS 
POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS 


SITUATION IS... 

TEMPORARILY IN a. 
nen YEARS OF 
PRACTICE. 


BUT, . .PRO- 
FESSOR,.. WHAT 
IN THE NAME OF 

ASINOVWS THREE 


THAT’S 
PRETTY GOOD 
JUMP 


IN 
A i HOWPBO 
MISTER! SOU BO 


GENETIC BUT... WHO _ARE DON'T BE 
SCANS IDENTIFY THESE MEN? AFRAIP, MOM, HE 
NEWCOMER AS ANP... ANP WHAT GOT ALITTLE 
FEMALE FARENT IN THE WORLP CARRIED AWAY, 

OF MARTIN, IS,,, |S THAT? BUT THIS IS MY 
ASHLEY. CODE NS FRIENP. 
APPELLATION 
MOM.” 


NO VARIANT 
FROM CORRECT 
GENETIC MATRIX 

DETECTED. 


\OF COURSE, YOU 
HAVE MANY 
QUESTIONS...” 


ONLY ONE TO ( WHERE NOWHERE SUFFICE TO 
|S HE? 
- OF ANY 


Ff COM. 
ON BOARP THIS YOU, CYCLOPS. 


SHIP... 


Wf AS “SAFE” 
AS THIS BIRD- 
GIRL? 


YOU HAVE A 
FUNNY WAY OF 
DEALING WITH 
YOUR CLESTS, 

KRUEGER, 


MARVEL 
GIRL? 


ANP NOW, IF 
MARVEL GIRL IS 
DONE WITH HER 
LITTLE TEMPER 

TANTRLM,,,, 


THE CREATURE 
BROUGHT HER 
PUNISHMENT ON 
HERSELF, 
MARVEL GIRL. 


HE 
THINKS 


OF COURSE! 


IER REA 
IDENTITY WHILE 
SHE'S WITH US, 


POWER OF MY 
OPTIC BLASTS IF 
YOU DON’T CLAIM 
TO BE A MUTANT! 


AH, BUT THAT IS 
NOT WHAT I 
SAIP, CYCLOPS. 


WHAT’S... 
HAPPENING... 


LI SAID WE HERE 
REJECT SUCH 
POLITE TERMS... 


...BUT I DID NOT 
SAY I WAS NOT A 
MUTANT MYSELF! 


WE'VE MADE 
CONTACT, 
KRUEGER. 


HE'S WAITING 
TO TALK TO 
YOU ON THE 

SHIP-TO-SHORE | 

RADIO. y 


A MOMENT, 
REMIPED, 


\ THEIR UNIG@UE 
N MUTATIONS 


LITTLE 
REALIZING 
THAT ONE WHO 


THOSE LIVES / 


} B ti y 
OW, BUSINESS / DOES C ¥ 
g * NOSES IMFRONE? HIM,NO. cALLINGL ARE YI FE 
IMPROVEP FROM a YOU RECEWING 
WHEN LAST WE na \ ; ME? 
» SPOKE. a = , | 


SOMETHING... 
Y SPECIAL, 
MY FRIENP. 


COMPANION 
PIECES TO THE 
ITEM YOU HAVE 

ALREADY 
PURCHASED,,, 


IF YOU ARE 


INTERESTED IN 
EXPANPING YOUR 
, COLLECTION. 


ALY 
J INTERESTED INA 
CHANCE TO 
SETTLE OLD 
SCORES. 


INDEED. I NOT UNTIL A IVE... HEARD NAMED TRASK 


AM SORRY, PROPER PERIOD OF THESE OR 
MRS. MARTIN--IT OF PREPARATION SENTINELS, THEY 
S hy ew 2 HAS ad AT “eee a exer SOMETHING... 
NORMAL POLE LEAST... 
aes NEN WEEKS AGO. 
TH TS 
AWARE OF THEIR BUT THE 
CHILD'S GIFTS. PRESENCE OF 
THIS ROBOTIC 
RAVAGER HAS 
RATHER 
DIMINISHEP OUR 
OPTIONS IN THAT 
RESPECT! 


BUT... HOW g ; 
IN) ae fe | 


SURE. IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
HE’D HAVE A 
CHOICE. 


* \ BIG BOT! 
ASHLEY,,, I % Z 
WONBPER,,, DO \ Rh . TELL US WHY 
YOU THINK f Y 
YOUR,.. FRIEND 
WOULP TELL Lis 
IF YOU ASKEP 
HIM? 


S GRAMMING, Ir “INCOMPLETE REPAIR 


REQUIRED — | SEQUENCE MACE 
£f MITANT TEMPORARILY / 
IMPOSSIBLE,” is 


BUT,,, BUT 
WHAT ARE you 
GOING TO DO? 
WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO PO? 


IF ASHLEY & 
A MUTANT... AND 
THIS THING IS 

PROGR, 


SURE. I 
KNEW YOU? 


DESTROY iN 
ALL S 


MUTANTS! 


/ BiG BOT, 
YOU STOP 
THIS! 


PROFESSOR! MRS. MARTIN'S 
bay CAN WE 


YOU WERE 
MY FRIENP! YOu 
DON’T HAVE TO 

PAY ANY 
ATTENTION TO 
YOUR DUMB OLD 
PROGRAWWING/ 


COMMANDS! 
ASHLEY // 


PROGRAMMING 
CAN BE 
CANCELED BY 
CORRECT 
STIMULUS. 


A 
ANALYSIS: ARE 
INSTRUCTIONE: 


IMARY 
ENCOPING? 


CONCLUSION... 


HAP ENOUGH 
OF YOU, BIG 
BOT! 


UNIT 
PROGRAMMING 
DENIES ALL 
COMMANPS 
ENTERED By. 
NON-HUMANS. 


IN VICINITY 
EMAINS 
IMPERATIVE, 


NOBODY 
SHOULD BE 
FRIENPS WITH 
you! 


A 


MAYBE 
THEY SHOULD 


ALL HATE EACH 


ASHLEY. 


BE CAREAUL 
MRS. MARTINS 
SOMETHING IS 

STILL 

HAPPENING / 


SOMETHING 
OFA 
PRODIGIOUSLY 

IEG ATIVE 


A) 


ay) 
Z 
4 
( 
J 


SQHELP> 1T'S5NOT JUST 
LESS? 2? “THAT LUNATIC 
ATTACKING US, 
ITS THIS 
OVERWHELMING 


.., THAT I 
SHOULP BE 
ABLE TO DO 


MORE T? 
FIGHT BACK! 


.. BEFORE 
I GET 


Fe THERE'S JOE 


SANTH, HE PIP 


GET CLEAR--BUT 


HE LOCKS To BE 
IN BAP SHAPE! 


BACK! 
STAY AWAY 


WHAT PID 
YOU CALL ME!? 


THERE 15 
NOTHING I CAN 
DO TO STOP 
MYSELF 
DRAINING THE 
LIFE FORCE Out 
OF YOu! 


AN? 
WHY 


1? 


HAVE SUNK 
TOO Low! 


WHY SHOULD 
I DENY MYSELF 
THE POWER 
THAT IS MY 
BIRTHRIGHT 7 


KARL LY¥KOS 
MAY BE ILL 
EQUIPPED TO 
DEAL WITH THE 
INVAPER WHO 

ATTACKS THIS 
ISLE... ‘ 


...BUT THAT 
INVADER HAS 
RECKONED 
WITHOUT THE 
PEERLESS 
POWER OF 
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AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 


Beginning a three-part shocker that finally 43 
reveals the secrets of Detective Arthur Stacy, 2 2 
the super-powered Ranger and Senator 
Stewart Ward! By Howard Mackie, John Romita 
Jr. and Scott Hanna! 
AVENGERS: 
THE KREE/SKRULL WAR 

The classic cosmic saga (originally presented 
in AVENGERS #89 - #97) is reprinted in this @gs 
208-page trade paperback! By Roy Thomas 
and Neal Adams! 


AVENGERS INFINITY F yes MANNER! 


Tempers flare as Thor, Photon, Tigra, @es A 
Starfox, Moondragon and Quasar disagree 2 EXCLUSIVE SUBSCRIBER 
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an armorless Victor Von Doom battles for a 
his very survival! By Chuck Dixon and 
Leonardo Manco! 


GENERATION X 


As one member of Generation X finds Zyy 
herself the target of anti-mutant paranoia, 68 
two other teammates are drawn together 
romantically! By Warren Ellis, Brian Wood and 
Steve Pugh! 


IRON MAN 


A romantic weekend for Tony Stark and 43 
Rumiko takes a strange turn when they're 33 
invited to the hottest — and strangest — 
party in town! By Joe Quesada, Frank Tieri and 
Alitha Martinez! 
PUNISHER 


Frank Castle lies near death — and his cover ss 
as an anonymous apartment dweller has 7 
been blown! By Garth Ennis, Steve Dillon and 
Jimmy Palmiotti! 
SPACEKNIGHTS 


From the depths of outer space, the sons *4 
of Rom — and a new generation of warriors 
— return! By Jim Starlin, Chris Batista and 
Chip Wallace! 
SPIDER-GIRL 
“Mayday* is surrounded by Mr. Abnormal, 3 
Killerwatt, Dragon King, Sabreclaw, Raptor 25 
and Funny Face — a.k.a. the Savage Six! 
By Tom DeFalco, Pat Olliffe and Al Williamson! 
SPIDER-MAN UNIVERSE 


It's 80 pages of action with reprints of three 4 
complete Spider-Man adventures — plus 7 
helpful character bios and story summaries! 
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Jason and John B.: 

Holy cow, people, |’m in 
fanboy heaven! X-MEN: THE 
HIDDEN YEARS is without 
hesitation my favorite 
comic onthe market. The 
concept is refreshing and 
the execution has been 
magnificent. _X-M:THY 
is retro without actually being retro. Not to 
gloss over Mr. Byrne’s efforts, but the ele- 
ment that has me sucked into every issue 
is, believe it or not, the inking. Tom Palmer 
is one of the best inkers ever and | pore over 
every line of every issue. It takes me a half- 
hour to read each issue, I’m so absorbed in 
the gorgeous line work. But issue #8 was 
an even BIGGER treat! The absolute best 
inker ever is without question Joe Sinnott. 
He's the only inker who alone can sell me a 
book. Sinnott remains unjustifiably under- 
rated and most certainly underused. Juicy 
fat lines forever— skinny pen lines never! 
But | have a question: this wasn’t mentioned 
in the credits, but it appears Palmer inked 
the X-Men and backgrounds while Sinnott 
inked all the Fantastic Four figures. 
Splendid idea! Do this EVERY time a guest 
star appears! Lastly, | want to say that | 
want you to keep Marvel Girl in the black 
and yellow costume. It’s the most com- 
pelling X-costume of the issue. Please 
don’t change it back. 


Daniel Preece 
fumetti@eastky.net 


We like that “retro without being retro” 
line, Daniel! We like to think writing and 
drawing good comics is just business as 
usual, not nostalgia! As to Jean’s cos- 
tume—at least for the present, let us say, 
“Your wish is our command!” 


Hi, Gang, 

| wanted to write to you folks-at The 
House of Ideas about my admiration of you 
for the creation of 
this book. This 
comic is the reason 
| started to read 
Marvel once again. 
X-M:THY has a 
freshness and inno- 
cence about it that 
is just what | need- 
ed. It brings me 
back to when | first 


LYSA 
HAWKINS 
ASSISTANT J 
EDITOR 


JASON 


LIEBIC 
EDITOR 


started to read 
comics back in the 
late 1970s. The 


premise of chroni- 
cling the years of 
the X-Men before 


renee OD) Marver COMICS 


387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH + NEW YORK, NY 10016 


Ud JO CONT WANT VAR EAM 


ADORESS 


INTED, PLEASE LET US KNOW, 
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT AND LENGTH. 


EA 


stroke of genius! Not to mention long over- 
due. And also to have John Byrne do the 
honors of the writing and the art. | didn’t 
find out about X-MEN:THY until issue 7 but 
count me in for the long haul on this one. | 
have made some observations that just 
occurred to me about having a lengthy 
series that takes place during the X-Men’s 
missing years though. First, nothing drastic 
can happen to any of them because we all 
know how it comes out in the ultimate end. 
Second, the costumes can’t ever change. 
Not just for the young mutants but for the 
entire Marvel Universe. | also have one 
complaint. The appearance of Ororo. | don’t 
mean what she was wearing(or the lack of 
it, for that matter), but the fact that she was 
in the book at all. To me, this book is about 
the original crew, plus Havok and Lorna 
Dane. If you bring in Storm into the story so 
early in these young people’s careers, 
what's to say you won't bring in Wolverine. 
(Or should | say Weapon X?) if the team 
goes to Canada? Or a very young 
Nightcrawler if there is big trouble in West 
Germany? | ask you as intelligent men and 
women not to fall into the guest star routine. 
Be original. That’s what Marvel stood for 
when it came out in 1961 with the Fantastic 
Four and | know you can still do it! Make 
Mine Marvel!! 


John Ayres 
JD-NSAyres@webtv.net 


Oh, ye of little faith, J.A.! We used 
Ororo as our nod to the “new” X-Men 
because hers was the only history which 
allowed a neat, clean insertion into the 
“lost” continuity. She’s not meant to open 
the floodgates and allow everyone else to 
pour in! 


Dear Jason, 

Nothing could be more disturbing than 
seeing the Phoenix in these pages. You play 
a dangerous game when you tinker with the 
greatest run the X-Men book ever had, 
specifically the Dark Phoenix Saga. | don’t 
think you could have done anything to make 
me scrutinize this title so much. On the flip- 
side, I’ve come to anticipate extraordinary 
goings on here, so I'll be keeping you post- 
ed. 

An extra bonus here is seeing the 
Fantastic Four! | loved JB’s work when he 


E-MAIL: 
MA/L@ 
MARVEL.COM 


MARK E-MAIL 
"OKAY TO PRINT” 


did that book 

and seeing 
him include them 
here is fab! 


Scot W. Myers 
Charleston, SC 


Well, Scot, remember who was half of 
the writer/artist team that made the Dark 
Phoenix saga “the greatest run the X-Men 
book ever had.” The guy who is writing 
and drawing this book, if memory serves! 


Dear John, 

| have picked up every issue of X-MEN: 
THE HIDDEN YEARS so far, and | am quite 
impressed in general. One thing | dislike are 
the numerous references to modern pop- 
Culture icons that would definitely not have 
been around in the late 60s and early 76s. 


John Varner 
(Address withheld by request) 


Indeed they wouldn’t—but then neither 
are our stories! Courtesy of the magic of 
“Marvel Time,” HIDDEN YEARS takes 
place barely more than half a dozen years 
ago, making all such “topical references” 
entirely appropriate! 


Dear Marvel, 

I’m intrigued to find that it was the 
Phoenix-force stalking Jean Grey when the 
X-Men and the Fantastic Four went into 
space to find the Z’Nox; therefore, it makes 
UNCANNY X-MEN #100-101 and FANTAS- 
TIC FOUR (volume 1) #286 as well as 
Claremont’s backstory in CLASSIC X-MEN 
#8 possess far more meaning than ever 
before. The Phoenix senses that Jean 
Grey’s body and mind are compatible for its 
own cosmic energies. It is waiting for the 
right time for the cosmic entity to make its 
own offer to Marvel Girl in UNCANNY X- 
MEN #100. Brilliant! 

Now, what about Karl Lykos and the 
amnesiac Iceman? What about the Sentinel 
stalking the little girl? You have me 
intrigued, Mr. Byrne. Keep up the non-for- 
mulaic writing and I'll keep reading X-MEN: 
THE HIDDEN YEARS. 


David Morgan 
(Address withheld by request) 


Keeping you intrigued—and hopefully 
guessing!—is 
what we’re here 
for, David! 


